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In this new year, you 
and your family and 

friends may be thinking 
about possibilities for 
your next vacation. It is 
almost too easy to search 
the Internet. How will 
you know that all the 

information you need is accessible, and 
how do you know the information you 
find is reliable and reputable? Even more 
important, is this the right destination or 
experience for you? The world is changing 
rapidly, and so are your 
travel options. A good 
travel counselor is your 
personal, knowledgeable 
guide to the best 
experiences and values.

Your Time is 
Valuable

   You should be excited 
about your next trip, not 
stressed trying to plan 
it! Reading and compiling options for 
flights, schedules, tours, and hotels can be 
time consuming. You can check reviews, 
but do you know if they are accurate? 
What if that great hotel you find is fully 
booked for your travel dates? Travel agents 
are part of a network of travel companies, 

hotels and cruise lines. They’ve done the 
research and background checks so you 
can relax. Travel agents have powerful 
research tools and booking engines to 
combine with professional expertise. Let 
your agent do the hard work for you!

Gain The 
insider’s edGe
   Asking Google a question is easy, but 
how do you make the right choice for 
you with all those websites clamoring for 
your attention?  You shouldn’t have to 

wonder! Our well-traveled 
agents have the first hand 
experience to craft the 
perfect itinerary: flights, 
lodging, touring, and even 
knowing the best restaurants 
in the area.
   Experience building is 
our profession. We open a 
world of possibilities you 
might never know were 
available. Our agents start 

by getting to know you, your interests 
and preferences. We know reliable and 
credible companies around the world that 
help us plan unique experiences and get 
VIP treatment. That allows us to find the 
best match every time.  

Continued on page 4

Owner’s COlumn

Our well-traveled 
agents have the first 
hand experience tO 
craft the perfect 
itinerary: flights, 
lOdging, tOuring, 
and even knOwing 

the best restaurants 
in the area.

Wayfarer Travel 
Takes The sTress OuT 
Of Travel Planning

Specialty arranged tour 
in Kyoto, Japan.

Ice treking in New Zealand.
Sharing a pomegranate on a Kibbutz in the Golan, Israel near the Syrian border.
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CRYSTAL RIVER CRUISES 
DEBUTS ITS NEWEST SHIP, 
CRYSTAL MAHLER
   Crystal River Cruises officially welcomed it 
newest ship, the Rhine Class Crystal Mahler, with 
a christening ceremony held September 2017 in 
Germany. 
   The 106-guest, all-suite, all-balcony Crystal Mahler 
sails on seven-, 11- and 16-day itineraries along the 
Rhine and Danube rivers, calling in medieval towns 
and modern hubs in Austria, Germany, Slovakia, 
Netherlands and Hungary. 
   Crystal River Cruises, which claims the highest 
crew-to-guest ratio in the cruise industry, was 
recently named “World’s Best River Cruise Line” by 
the readers of Travel + Leisure.

UNIVERSAL ORLANDO RESORT’S 
NEWEST ATTRACTION: 
FAST & FURIOUS – Supercharged
   Universal Orlando has just released a behind-the 
scenes look at its newest attraction: Fast & Furious – 
Supercharged, scheduled to open in spring 2018.
   Live the excitement of the hit film “Fast & Furious” 
in a high-octane ride experience with the film’s 
popular Fast characters – Dom (Vin Diesel), Letty 
(Michelle Rodriquez), Hobbs (Dwayne Johnson), 
and many others. Inside the attraction, park-goers 
will soon become immersed in the ultimate Fast 
& Furious experience. Hit songs from the films’ 
soundtracks fill the rooms as memorable scenes from 
the series play. 
   Fast & Furious – Supercharged will also be the 
only place where you can see, and even take photos 
with, 15 supercharged Fast & Furious cars. Each 
vehicle has been crafted by Dennis McCarthy, the 
man behind the cars for the “Fast & Furious” films.

   
MSC CRUISES’ MEGA SHIP 
MSC MERAVIGLIA TO SAIL 
FROM NEW YORK
   New York City will soon be home to one of the 
world’s biggest cruise ships, MSC Cruises’ 
MSC Meraviglia. MSC Cruises, a Europe-based cruise 
line, announced in December that the mega-smart 
ship MS Meraviglia will kick off its inaugural season 
in North America with a maiden call in New York on 
October 7, 2019, offering three sailings departing from 
New York before heading to Miami for an inaugural 
season of Caribbean cruises.
   The first of the two 10-night sailings from The Big 
Apple will take guests to Nova Scotia, Newfoundland and 
Prince Edward Island, Canada, with an overnight stay in 
Quebec City, Quebec. The second 10-night sailing from 
the city will explore Canada, as well as the New England 
region. A 13-night sailing departing from New York on 
October 28, 2019 will feature several Caribbean ports of 
call, completing the journey in Miami.

COLLETTE INTRODUCES 
‘THE NORTHERN LIGHTS OF 
FINLAND’ TOUR
   Collette, a global tour operator, has announced an 
extensive list of 21 new tours for its 2018-2019 season, 
including a unique eight-day trip, “The Northern Lights 
of Finland.”
   The new tour is highlighted by a three-night stay in 
Lapland in northern Finland. Guests will enjoy a variety 
of experiences, including a search for the Aurora Borealis 
(Northern Lights), an overnight stay in a wilderness glass 
igloo, and a reindeer safari with a local farmer. There will 
even be opportunity to lead a dog sled team in a Finnish 
sleigh. In Helsinki, an introduction to the city’s culture 
and history will be provided by a local expert.
   Tours will be offered from October 2 to December 8, 
2018.

CELEBRATE SPRING AT THE 
EPCOT INTERNATIONAL FLOWER 
& GARDEN FESTIVAL
  In celebration of its 35th anniversary, Epcot will host 
the 25th International Flower & Garden Festival at Walt 
Disney World® Resort this spring. This 90-day event 
featuring Disney-style gardens and topiaries will begin 
February 28 and continue through May 28, 2018.   
   Visitors of all ages are sure to enjoy the extravagant 
display of colorful blossoms, Disney topiary stars, 
interactive play gardens, fine cuisine served at 15 
outdoor kitchens, and live musical acts performed 
during the Garden Rocks Concert Series.  

FAMILY ADVENTURES WITH 
ALL THE RIGHT LUXURIES
   Luxury travel company Abercrombie & Kent, 
known for its unique, exploratory itineraries, will host 
13 small-group Luxury Family Journeys in 2018. 
   Tour destinations include Switzerland, Spain, Italy, 
London and Paris. Each journey features exclusive, 
locally inspired moments and unexpected amenities 
designed just for A&K guests, including new Family 
Foodie Experiences offering an authentic taste of 
local cuisine.
   A & K also offers a family Galapagos Islands 
yacht adventure aboard the La Pinta. On twice-
daily excursions that are limited to just 12 people, 
guests will have the opportunity to explore alongside 
naturalist guides and can choose from many activities, 
including kayaking, snorkeling and light trekking.

Corporate headquarters is located at 28338 Constellation Road, Unit 990, Santa Clarita, California, 91355; (661) 295-1250. 
Copyright © 2018 by Traveling Times, Inc. Designright      2018 by 34.30 Design Group. All rights reserved. This consumer 
newspaper is published by Traveling Times, Inc., for the travel and tourism industry. Information on pages 1 and 8, and when 
applicable, pages 4 and 5, or special sections are furnished by the travel agent and/or advertiser, and Traveling Times, Inc., 
assumes no responsibility for its accuracy. Reproduction of copyrighted contents in whole or in part is prohibited without prior 
permission by the publisher.

Editor in Chief:  Mirko Antonio Ilich, CTC
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Art Directors:  Bruce Mendelson • Lars E. Fruth

Contributing Editorial Staff and Writer: Gretchen Zauner
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Copenhagen, Denmark, which lies at the 
southwestern arm of the Baltic Sea, welcomes 

voyagers entering its harbor with such delightful 
scenes as the royal Amalienborg Palace and half-
timbered houses, which line Christianshavn Canal. 
At the harbor’s edge, staring out to sea for her 
beloved sailor’s return, sits the bronze statue of The 
Little Mermaid, a timeless Hans Christian Andersen 
fairy-tale figure, which has become a symbol of 
Copenhagen. 
   Venturing into the 
city and beyond, 
it becomes clear 
what inspired Hans 
Christian Andersen 
to write his fairy 
tales. With its quaint 
cottages, tiny hamlets, 
castles and ancient 
forts, its sea-wrapped 
landscape lush and 
lovely, Denmark is 
truly a fabled land.
While historically 
and architecturally 
impressive, the capital 
of Copenhagen is also a modern, fashionable city. 
Indeed, it is considered to be one of the liveliest in all 
of Europe.
   North of Copenhagen, the Swedish capital of 
Stockholm lies scattered over an archipelago of 
14 islands, linked by bridges and canals. Once the 
center of Europe’s largest empire, Stockholm is 

today a place of living history. This lovely, bustling 
metropolis is filled with contrasting charms and 
delightful memories of the Old World entwined with 
the new, cast among verdant park lands.
    To the northeast of Stockholm lies Helsinki, 
Finland’s capital and cultural center. Known also by 
its moniker “Daughter of the Baltic,” Helsinki indeed 
seems born of the sea. Founded in the 1500s and built 
on a peninsula surrounded by hundreds of islands, 
this city provides a stunning example of modern 

architecture and design. 
Present-day Helsinki reflects 
the genius of architect Carl 
Ludwig Engels, whose 
neo-classical buildings stand 
proudly next to contemporary 
designs. 
   Tallinn, Estonia, situated to 
the south of Helsinki, is an 
especially charming port of 
call to visit. This is Europe’s 
oldest capital, dating back 
to the 12th century, and it is 
also one of its best preserved. 
There’s much to explore in 
Tallinn, whose Old Town 

is listed as a UNESCO World Heritage site. Atop 
Toompea, “Cathedral Hill,” sits an impressive castle 
and the 19th-century Alexander Nevsky cathedral. In 
the lower section, stroll through streets lined with 
ancient churches and merchants’ homes. Also of 
interest is the Seaplane Harbour of Estonian Maritime 
Museum and the Estonian Open Air Museum.

   Sailing toward the far eastern side of the Gulf of 
Finland, voyagers disembarking in St. Petersburg, 
Russia discover a historically fascinating city. 
Founded in 1702 by Peter the Great, St. Petersburg 
was the capital of imperial Russia for nearly 200 
years, though its name has been changed over time 
(Petrograd/Leningrad). Visitors to this Russian 
cultural center marvel at the architectural splendor 
of its cathedrals, churches and palaces, including the 
czar’s Winter and Summer Palaces.
     In St. Petersburg, museums often become the 
focal point of interest. One of the most notable, the 
Hermitage Museum, contains a stunning collection 
of three million paintings, sculptures and artifacts 
representing nearly every period in art from the late 
Stone Age to contemporary time.
   Culturally and historically remarkable – even 
mysterious in some ways – the cities that have 
risen along the shores of the Baltic Sea, though not 
vastly distant from each other, have developed quite 
differently. This is perhaps what makes the journey 
through this sea, a briny crossroad between east and 
west, so intriguing.

Sailing in the paths of vikings, czars and kings, travelers venturing through the Baltic Sea to Europe’s 
northernmost cities discover a fascinating world of contrasts. At the northeastern tip of the Baltic Sea, 
St. Petersburg, with its grand palaces, gilded domes and statues, reflects the czarist opulence of the 
east. While in Copenhagen, whimsical amusements, as seen in famous Tivoli Gardens, speak of the 
lighthearted spiritedness of Western civilization.

By Judie Karhan
Stockholm, Sweden

BALTIC SEA VOYAGES OF DISCOVERY 

Copenhagen, Denmark

Helsinki, Finland

Copenhagen, Denmark
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DISCOVER... 
      all-inclusive ALASKA

*Fares are subject to increase. FREE Roundtrip Air includes ground transfers and applies to coach, roundtrip flights only from select U.S. and Canada airports and 
includes airline fees, surcharges and government taxes, however, airline-imposed personal charges such as baggage fees may apply. FREE 1-Night Pre-Cruise Hotel 
Package applies to guests 1 and 2 in Concierge Suites and higher, includes transfers from hotel to ship only, and is not available for new bookings made within 60 days 
of departure. FREE Unlimited WiFi applies to all suite categories and is valid for one unique log-in. For full terms and conditions and shipboard credit confirmation, 
contact Wayfarer Travel Service. Ship’s Registry: Bahamas. ©2017 Regent Seven Seas Cruises®

BOOK YOUR ALL-INCLUSIVE VOYAGE TODAY
7140 Miami Ave. Suite 100 • Cincinnati, OH 45243 • 513.271.4637

FREE Roundtrip Air*  •  FREE Unlimited Shore Excursions  •  FREE 1-Night Pre-Cruise Hotel Package*

FREE Unlimited Beverages Including Fine Wines and Premium Spirits... and much more!

THE MOST INCLUSIVE LUXURY EXPERIENCE™

ENJOY A $400 SHIPBOARD CREDIT PER SUITE

Vancouver to Seward  |  August 8, 2018  |  7 Nights  |  Seven Seas Mariner®

All-Inclusive Fares from $6,199 per person

— UP TO 44 FREE UNLIMITED SHORE EXCURSIONS —

JAN182966

Continued from page 1

Coordinating Friends’ 
travel arrangements 
BeComes a Breeze

   Traveling with friends, arranging travel 
for a group, or planning a destination 
wedding can be complicated. Travel agents 
are experts in coordinating every detail, 
from air and hotel reservations to activities 
and events.

exClusive oFFers save 
You moneY
   Travel agents know about promotions 
offered exclusively by our travel partners 
that maximize the value you receive from 
your vacation budget. your agent will 
pinpoint the right deal for you from offers 
not available anywhere else.

expeCting the
unexpeCted

   Our world can be busy and hectic, and 
things don’t always go as planned. Weather 

delays, flight cancellations or health 
emergencies can threaten to derail even 
the most carefully planned trip. When 
things go wrong, a travel agent can provide 
assistance, easing the burden in a stressful 
situation. In an emergency, local contacts 
can often be provided. It’s great to know 
you aren’t alone.

personal serviCe From 
planning to homeComing

   When it is time to plan your next 
vacation, trust your travel professional 
to recommend destinations and special 
experiences you might not find on your 
own. your agent will handle all the details, 
provide support while you are traveling, 
and follow up when you return. you can 
rely on us for peace of mind, and to help 
you create an extraordinary vacation with 
memories that will last a lifetime.

No-Stress Travel Planning

Cruise must be booked 12/20/17 – 1/31/18. Offer applies to select 4-night and longer cruises departing 2/1/18 – 4/30/19. 
Galapagos and certain other itineraries are excluded. Savings amounts are per person and based on stateroom category. Savings 
applied to cruise fare at checkout. Offer applies to first two guests in the stateroom. 50% Off Savings: Savings applies to the cruise 
fare of the third and fourth passengers booked in a triple, quad, or family ocean view, veranda, concierge class or suite stateroom. 
Not applicable to Cruisetours or Celebrity Explorations. Free Perks Offer: Each of the first two guests in an ocean view through 
AquaClass stateroom are eligible to receive two complimentary amenities. Other amenities packages are available at an additional 
charge. Each of the first two guests in a suite receive four amenities (beverage package upgraded to Premium Package). Onboard 
credit is not redeemable for cash and expires on final night of the cruise. Offer applies to new individual bookings and to staterooms 
in non-contracted group bookings, is non-transferable, and not combinable with any other offer. Changes to booking may result in 
removal of Offer. Offers and prices are subject to availability, cancellation and change without notice at any time. ©2017 Celebrity 
Cruises. Ships’ registry: Malta and Ecuador 17059485 • 11/2017

INDESCRIBABLE
LOCATIONS DESERVE
A TRULY GRANDTOUR.
Book now and for a limited 
time enjoy two free perks like 
complimentary Wi-Fi or beverage 
package, plus savings for everyone 
in your stateroom. 

Celebrity Reflection – Rome 
Round-trip April- October 2018. 

Wayfarer Travel Services, INC
513-271-4637

INDESCRIBABLE
LOCATIONS DESERVE
A TRULY GRANDTOUR.
Book now and for a limited 
time enjoy two free perks like 
complimentary Wi-Fi or beverage 
package, plus savings for everyone 
in your stateroom. 

Celebrity Reflection – Rome 
Round-trip April- October 2018. 

LauraHappy Traveling,

S A I L  T H E  W O R L D ’ S 

G R E A T  R I V E R S .

                  Only with Viking®

Ask about Viking’s 2018 Special Savings.
2-for-1 cruise plus international air discounts*.

Contact Wayfarer Travel.

*Note: 2-for-1 cruise and international air discounts are considered a single offer. International air does not have to be 
purchased to get cruise offer. Must request offer at time of booking and pay in full by current expiration date; call for 
details. Valid on new bookings only as of 1/1/18, subject to availability and may not be combinable with any other offers 
except Past Guest Travel Credit and Referral Rewards Credit. Viking reserves the right to correct errors and to change 
any and all fares, fees and surcharges at any time. Additional terms and conditions apply; see Passenger Ticket Contract 
at vikingrivercruises.com. CST: #2052644-40

Destination focused.

Award-winning small ships.

Serene Scandinavian spaces.

Cultural enrichment from ship to shore.

The Thinking Person’s Cruise®.
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More Wayfarer offers

ALASKA
oceania Cruises

June 2, 2018
10 days on the Regatta from $2,999 pp
+Canadian rockies add-on available

CARIBBEAN
Delta Vacations

INsTaNT saVINGs, free NIGHTs, 
resorT CreDITs + More

Travel in 2018

ITALY & CROATIA
Windstar

May 25, 2018 - 11 days
special fares from $4,120 pp

receive $100 shipboard credit + 
extra $50 shipboard credit for early booking

EUROPE
Uniworld Boutique river Cruises

30% off select 2018 sailings

LauraHappy Traveling,

OCT173881
*Visit OceaniaCruises.com/terms for details. Visit OceaniaCruises.com/landtours for more information and land program details. OCT173881

Ask us about NEW 2019 Departures now available. 
To make reservations call the travel experts at 

Wayfarer Travel Service 513-271-4637.

includes:
Unlimited Internet 
plus choose one:    

FREE - 6 Shore Excursions
FREE - Beverage Package 
 FREE - $600 Shipboard Credit  

2  fo r  1  C R U I S E  FA R E S
limited-time inclusive package available

AIRFARE FROM CINCINNATI ONLY $199 ROUND-TRIP 

Nature’s Pathway | Vancouver to Vancouver
Jun 2, 2018 | 10 days – Regatta

WAYFARER TRAVEL EXCLUSIVE AMENITY: 
FREE Additional Shore Event, Private Cocktail Party 

and Ensemble® Host

Canadian Rockies by Rocky Mountaineer 
pre-cruise option available

Glacial Adventures | Seattle to Seattle 
Jul 23, 2018 | 10 days – Regatta

OLife Choice 
fares from $2,999 per guest*

OLife Choice 
fares from $3,849 per guest*

WAYFARER TRAVEL EXCLUSIVE AMENITY: 
FREE Pre-Paid Gratuities

Discover Denali Experience 3-night 
pre-cruise option available 

OCT173881 Wayfarer Travel Ad.indd   1 11/7/17   2:36 PM

W H A T  I F  B R A V E R Y  
L O V E S  C O M P A N Y ?

SUMMER BONUS EXTRA$100UP
TO

TO SPEND
AT SEA

UP
TO $100+EVERY

GUEST30% OFF

Features vary by ship. ©2017 Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd. Ships’ registry: The Bahamas. 17059829 • 12/6/2017

Cal l to ask about our latest of fers today.
Way farer Travel • (513) 27 1-4637

Terms & Conditions: Promotional rates are valid on select 2018 sailings only, based on double occupancy. Promotions are valid 
for new bookings and may not be applicable toward Group bookings. O� ers are not combinable with any other promotions/
discounts, limited to  availability,  capacity  controlled and subject to change or termination without notice. Other  restrictions 
apply. Registration as a seller of travel does not constitute approval by the State of California. CST#2065452-40

a river cruising experience
like no other

save up to $1,500 per stateroom on select 2018 departures

Let AmaWaterways  introduce you to a world where dramatic sights are met with 
innovative and  luxurious ships — your  beautiful home away from home. Savor our 
award-winning, chef-prepared cuisine with the  freshest local  ingredients. Enjoy 
included shore  excursions, guided hiking and biking tours — bold adventures as 
active as you choose to be. Join us aboard the highest rated ships in Europe.

Please visit www.wayfarertravel.com or
call 800.638.5351 to talk with a Travel Specialist

Wayfarers Travel_Jan2018.indd   1 11/30/17   9:30 AM

The Wayfarer Traveler
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Greek Isle exploratIon 

Jamaica
Seeing the CyCladeS
   surrounding Delos, a sacred Greek island, the 
Cyclades boast everything a traveler envisions when 
thinking about Greece. Mykonos is home to hills filled 
with whitewashed buildings and marble streets, while 
fishing boats fill the surrounding sea. According to 
legend, the island is the namesake of apollo’s grandson. 
   Walking through the town of Chora, visit panayia 
paraportiani, a group of churches that were completed 
over the course of approximately 200 years, during the 
15th through 17th centuries. the expansive white buildings 
are set atop a hill, making the location ideal for watching 
the setting sun. also impressive around the time of sunset 
is kato Myli, the familiar site that features six windmills, 
each of which are covered with thatched roofs. the view 
from kato Myli affords views of the town below, with its 
winding streets and lively atmosphere.
   Mykonos’ dining options are plentiful, as there are 
restaurants that offer many types of international cuisine, 
yet many travelers seek authentic dining experiences 
during journeys to Greece. katerina’s is a waterfront 
restaurant that serves traditional fare, such as moussaka, 
feta, taramosalata, tzatziki and seafood. Find a table on 
the balcony to watch the sunset for an extraordinary 
dinner experience.

diverSe rhodeS’ Culture
   on the island of Dodcanese, rhodes sits as a capital 
that is uniquely Greek, yet also a blend of the many 
cultures that have been brought to the region. Whether 
its roots from 407 B.C., the influences of 16th-century 

ottoman-turkish and 20th-century 
Italian invasions, the city of rhodes 
has been influenced by many 
cultures. It wasn’t until 1948 that 
Rhodes was officially recognized as 
part of Greece. today, the city is a 
UnesCo World Heritage site, a title 
that it has held for nearly 30 years.
   While the old town reveals 
an array of the influences from 
the city’s invaders, the sense of 
history and glimpses into specific 
time periods are part of the city’s 
charm. The medieval influences 
are apparent in the architecture that 
includes bastions, minarets, alleys 
and soaring walls. touring the 
city’s history is seamless, making a 
journey through different centuries extremely easy. the 
street of the knights leads travelers among medieval 
inns and churches. In the turkish District, visitors will 
find the Mustafa Pasha Mosque and can also indulge 
in the baths at Yeni Hamam. 
While the region has been 
home to many visiting 
cultures, the city’s roots in 
Greek influences remain 
throughout the area. Find 
the temple of Venus ruins, 
whose soaring arches and 
carefully placed stones have 
stood since the structures 
beginnings in the 3rd century BC.

Santorini’S natural hiStory
   the archipelago of santorini comprises thíra, 
thirassiá, asproníssi, palea and nea kaméni – islands 
that are still part of the active Hellenic Volcanic arc. 
Despite the violent volcanic activity that created 
santorini, the destination is renowned for its romantic 
setting. overlooking the sea, many of the villages sit 
atop cliffs affording expansive views. 

Lying between the Ionian and Aegean Seas, Greece 
expands from borders on the Balkan Peninsula out 
into the water, dotting the region with more than 
1,400 islands. Greece boasts beauty and a fascinating 
human history that links to 12,000 B.C. Tracing the 
region’s history during a journey to Greece naturally 
becomes part of a visitor’s adventure, as ubiquitous 
ancient ruins, such as the Acropolis and Parthenon 
appear throughout the country.

   santorini’s main island, thira, was settled in 9 B.C. 
Many of its ruins and artifacts date back to the Hellenic 
period. the sanctuary of apollo karneios traces its 
roots to the 6th century B.C. this site, a testament to the 

faith and craftsmanship of the island’s 
inhabitants, includes a temple, cistern, 
and smaller building, which locals believe 
might have been a sacristy.
   Depending on personal taste, the 
different seasons afford a variety of 
Greek-Isle experiences. travelers who 
revel in coastal summer fun in the sun 
should wait until the months between 
June and august, but, beware, as tourists 

from around the world descend upon the area in search 
of the perfect Greek holiday. During the spring, the 
region will experience more temperate weather and 
fewer tourists, which affords a calmer, more relaxing 
atmosphere. While many cruise operators, such as 
Celebrity and Viking, provide the luxury of sailing, with 
the convenience of island hopping, travelers who prefer 
alternate options will enjoy traveling with trafalgar or 
tauck, which afford more personalized service. 

By Dorothy Crouch

Santorini

 Mykonos

Rhodes
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Greek Isle exploratIon CeleBratInG nola’s 300-Year HIstorY

as the oldest neighborhood in new orleans, the 
French Quarter serves as the heart of the city’s 

cultural and historic scene. 
also known as Vieux Carré, 
the French Quarter is home 
to the city’s most unique 
shopping, popular dining, 
and impressive architecture. 
While strolling through this 
neighborhood, visitors can 
admire the famous building 
designs that blend spanish, 
French, Creole and 
american styles.  
   once a center of trade for native americans, the 
French Market has served as a place of commerce 

Often thought of as the epicenter of Mardi Gras 
indulgence, New Orleans offers much more than 
beads, brews and debauchery. While the city is a 
magnet for history enthusiasts, 2018 marks 300 years 
since New Orleans’ founding by Jean-Baptiste Le 
Moyne, Sieur de Bienville in 1718. Though the city has 
experienced its share of growth and rebirth over the 
last 300 years, the excitement found in this town is 
bigger and easier to find than ever, and with more to 
celebrate this year, New Orleans — or NOLA — is 
sure to sate the travel palate of all visitors.  

By Dorothy Crouch
along the Mississippi river 
since 1791. now an open-air 
market, it spans five blocks, 
from the famed Café du 
Monde to esplanade avenue. 
In addition to the Farmer’s 
Market pavilion and Dutch 
alley, visitors will find 
clothing, local art and crafts. 
   Within the French Quarter, 
lies one of new orleans’ 
most infamous attractions 
– Bourbon street. though 
this strip has been known to 

be the site 
of wild 
behavior, 
there is more to Bourbon street’s bars 
than Mardi Gras. the royal sonesta 
new orleans is housed on a property 
whose existence can be traced back to 
1721. Inside the hotel that opened in 
1969, visitors will find an extensive art 
collection and dining options – 
including restaurant r’evolution, and 
le Booze to enjoy a well-deserved 

nightcap. another nola staple, lafitte’s Blacksmith shop 
Bar traces its roots back to the 1720s, enjoying the title of 

set along the oceanfront strip of 
Collins avenue on Miami Beach, 

the Confidante Miami Beach provides 
guests with the respite, comfort, and 
simple luxury sought by travelers to the 
city. this pet-friendly Unbound 
Collection by Hyatt property boasts three 
restaurants — Bird & Bone, talDe 
Miami Beach, nina’s House; two heated 
pools with cabanas and poolside dining 

at the 
Backyard; a 
fitness center 
with V art of Wellness 
classes; and a secluded 
garden and direct beach 
access. 
   Inside the Confidante 
Miami Beach, guests choose 
from 363 rooms, 16 of 
which are suites. Blending 
accommodations that are 
designed with a nod to 
Miami’s ocean metropolis 
culture, yet unpretentious 
and warm, rooms at the 

Confidante Miami Beach provide 
bright, inviting comfort. Following a 
relaxing rainfall shower, guests unwind 
on sFerra bedding while wrapped in 
Frette terrycloth bathrobes and slippers 
after a busy day — and recharge before 
heading out for a fantastic night. 
   Its spa and salon occupies the 
hotel’s rooftop space in an open-air 
setting, which allows guests to fully 
relax while they are pampered by 
trained stylists, massage therapists and 
aestheticians, whose goal is to create a 

completely blissful environment. after entering Warren-
tricomi studio, or one of the private air-conditioned 
cabanas in the spa, guests will enjoy services from a 
comprehensive menu.
   While Miami’s calendar always includes extraordinary 
events, some months are much busier as enthusiasts 
from around the world descend upon the area for 
productions such as spring’s Winter Music Conference, 
Ultra Music Festival and Miami Music Week. Finding a 
warm, tropical retreat during the winter doesn’t require 
heading down to the Caribbean, or Mexico. the ultimate 
luxurious indulgence can be found in Miami’s culture, 
community, and ideal climate.  

As temperatures dip toward freezing temperatures, warm-
weather destinations become more enticing for anyone 
who must bundle up in winter layers. Miami’s tropical 
setting and cosmopolitan atmosphere set the perfect mood 
that allows visitors to experience local culture, such as 
Little Havana, the Design District, Ocean Drive’s vibrant 
nightlife and Art Deco architecture. Choosing a Miami 
journey during the winter is rewarded with lovely, cooler 
temperatures without lazy summer heat and humidity. 

By Dorothy Crouch

“…the oldest structure to be used as a bar in the United 
states.” at the old absinthe House, visitors will find a 
200-year-old bar that survived war and prohibition, 
allowing guests to enjoy its signature cocktail, the 
absinthe House Frappe, which dates back to 1874. 
   though new orleans’ reputation is based in revelry, 
this notoriety has grown from a strong history that has 
provided stories of resilience and tales of local life that 
live on through the city’s culture. look beyond the 
mystique of nola in 2018, as the region’s history 
comes to life during its 300th anniversary. 

WarMInG Up WItH WInter In MIaMI

Miami Beach

French Quarter
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You deserve the bestTM

IT’S THE RETURN OF 
OUR BEST OFFER EVER

And you won’t want to miss it.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO BOOK, CALL 513-271-4637.

Back by popular demand, it’s Our Best Offer Ever. 
Now you can enjoy savings of up to 30% on select 
2018 voyages. It’s all in the details and the savings.

©2018 MLT VACATIONS, LLC DV20255  *DV 30237

MEXICO, COSTA RICA & PANAMA – UP TO 70% 
OFF ROOMS, FREE NIGHTS + MORE*

T H E  M E D I T E R R A N E A N

Special discount fares. Plus, receive $100 shipboard credit.
Save an additional $50 when booked between January 28 - February 6, 2018

Southern Italy & CroatIa
Rome to Venice
May 25, 2018 – 11 Days
Aboard the Wind Surf
From $4,120 pp

GemS of the adrIatIC
Venice Roundtrip
August 7, 2018 – 10 Days
Aboard the Wind Surf
From $4,032 pp

513-271-4637


